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For various reasons we have fallen greatly in 
arrears with our instalments of "Poles, Prophets and 
Pyramids", mainly owing to the large amount of material 
becoming available for publication at the moment. 


However the importance of the present Part: “The 
Pathway of the Poles", in its relationship to the 
Drayson and other theories, is so great that we have 
decided to publish it in full in the current issue, 
in the hope that those readers will take advantage of 
what looks like being a fine summer to make their own 
observations of megalithic circles and monuments. 





The views expressed by authors are their own 
and do not necessarily coincide with those of 
the editor 
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POLES, PROPHETS & PYRAMIDS 
by Firth Scott 








PART IV 
THE PATHWAY OF THE POLES 


The cult of the megalith has been postulated as 
flourishing, certainly as regards what is now Britain, 
during the period when the Arctic Circle, then in the 
50th parallel of latitude, receded as far as the 62nd 
parallel, from whence it again advanced to the 55th 
parallel and so brought about the last glacial era. 


In point of time it is estimated this movement 
began some 40,000 years ago and culminated some 16,000 
years ago, and that during the intervening 26,000 years 
man built his stone circles and other megalithic struc- 


tures in response to the urge of his awakening intelli- 
gence to gain some insight, however slight, into the why 
and wherefore of his being and the conditions of his 
environment. 


It has already been demonstrated that the latitude 
of the Arctic Circle is determined by the angle of obli- 
guity of the earth's axis, or, in other words, the 
angular distance between the pole of the equator and the 
pole of the ecliptic, as the former slowly, through the 
26,000 years of the equinoctial precession, traces an 
ellipse round the latter. 


But the course of that ellipse is "among the stars," 
to which is due the fact that as the centuries roll on, 
the axis -— more easily indentified, perhaps, as the North 
Pole — points to one group of stars after another, a 
phenomenon astronomically known as the precession of the 
pole stars. 


Hitherto official astronomy has not concerned itself 
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very profoundly with the matter. The present cycle has 
been tentatively dealt with, but not especially in regard 
to those constellations which preceded that containing 
the current pole star, Polaris. 


A certain amount of information is available as to 
its immediate predecessor, the Al Thuban of the Arabians 
and the Alpha Draconis of the moderns, though the infor- 
mation is not always so characterised with unanimity of 
opinion as to rank as a mathematical exactitude. Nor 
does unanimity of opinion become more manifest when the 
constellation next removed is considered, while vagueness 
grows apace as the postulated seventh constellation of 
the cycle is approached. 


With the dogma still maintained that the angle of 
obliquity never has and never can vary, it could not be 
otherwise. Still less can any estimate be formed, 
according to the orthodox view, of what the constellations 
were which furnished the pole stars of the previous cycle. 
Yet the evidence geologically afforded, that succeeding 
glacial periods have culminated in different parallels 
of latitude, leaves no room for doubt, in view of the 
demonstrated connection between the angle of obliquity 
and the latitude of the Arctic Circle, as to the angle 
of the axis having, through vast intervals of time, 
persistently varied. 


This must of necessity be obvious since the angle 
of the axis determines the latitude of the Arctic Circle 
and the latitude of the Arctic Circle determines the 
limit of the ice line, or the actual confines of those 
climatic conditions which constitute a glacial period. 


Unfortunately the movement of either the equator 
or the pole “among the stars" leaves no trail behind it. 


Certain things may be deduced, or mathematically 
calculated, from certain data, but failing definite 
concrete evidence the conclusions, whether of deduction 
or calculation, are not necessarily convincing or final. 


we 
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It, however, may be - and is —- asserted that, work- 
ing out the precession of pole stars with Drayson's second 
rotation theory as a basis, and geological evidence as a 
guide, the pole star, when the glacial period before 

last culminated along the 50th parallel of latitude, was 
Nekkar in the constellation of Bo8tes, while the pole 

star at the time the definite retreat of the ice line 
became manifest was Mizar of the Plough. 


As the interglacial progressed, and climatic con- 
ditions became apparently more equable, Alderamin of 
Cepheus was the brightest star nearest to the pole, 
giving place, later, after the limit of the interglacial 
had been reached in the 62nd parallel, to Denab and 
Cygnus ° 


Now if mankind had, during that length of time, 
actually been engaged, as is suggested in the close 
observation and study of those movements of the circum 
polar stars, and was, during the same period, function- 
ing, under the influence of the magalithic cult, in 
rearing stone structures as vast and permanent memorials 
of that cult, then it is only reasonable to assume an 
association between the study of the stars on the one 
hand and the rearing of these edifices on the other. 


It is asserted that there was not only association, 
but that those megalithic memorials, read aright, justify 
the deduction that they were the reasoned formulae whereby 
the men of the megalithic age recorded the results of 
observations made through thousands of years, formulae 
which contained within themselves all the knowledge of 
the past and prevision of the future, is attainable by 
human mentality in its then stage of evolutionary 
development. 


Between that stage, however, and that now obtaining 
there is a very great difference, particularly in regard 
to the manner in which the mental faculties function. 


The then point of view was as different indeed, as 
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the western was from the Chinese of a century ago, when, 
according to F.R.Davis in "The Chinese" (1844) the 
eastern method of proving the 47th problem of Euclid, 
("that the square of the hypothenuse of a right-angled 
triangle equals the squares of the other two sides"), 
was not by mathematical reasoning, but by dividing each 
square into a series of lesser squares in the ratio of 
5, 4, 3, from which, with the aid of the abacus, it was 
shown that the squares of the two lesser sides produced 
nine plus sixteen or twenty-five, which was also the 
numerical value of the five multiplied by five of the 
large square. 


This, to the western mind, was grotesque, just as 
the western method was to the eastern. 


So, also, the megalithic method may appear when 
viewed strictly from the modern standpoint and to this 
may, perhaps, be attributed the failure to interpret 
those great monuments of the past as anything more than 
meaningless eccentricities of a primitive mentality. 


Subjected to analysis on purely modern lines they 
are meaningless and must perforce remain so. It is 
only by reconstituting what may reasonably be assumed 
to have been the mental stock-in-trade of megalithic man, 
and analysing them on that basis, that their signifi- 
cance emerges. 


A preliminary point is that to megalithic man north, 
south, cast and west as such had no existence. 


Modern man has become so accustomed to determine 
direction by the aid of the compass that he fails to 
remember it is entirely an artificial method, and not 
very ancient at that. Primitive man to-day has neither 
knowledge, nor use of it in his natural state. The sun 
by day and the stars by night constitute his guides, and 
with their aid he can find his way through forest, or 
across plains and deserts, as accurately, if not more 
so, than modern man with all his artificial horizons, 
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sextants, aneroids, altimeters and what not to assist him. 


In this respect megalithic man was even as primitive 
man is to-day. The sun by day and the stars by night 
gave him both time and direction. 


But it was not time in the modern sense of hours, 
days, weeks, months or years, nor direction in the sense 
of the points of the compass. The further and modern 
amplification of both time and direction, as expressed 
in terms of meridians of longitude and parallels of 
latitude, would therefore have been totally beyond the 
range of his understanding. 


Wherefore to seek to arrive at a solution of the 
riddle of the circles by the application of distinctly 
modern ideas and methods of time and direction, both 


terrestrial and astronomical, is necessarily doomed to 
failure. 


Not even the bearings north and south, or east and 
west, of the structure, still less the azimuth of the 
longest axis measured by modern standards, can be relied 
upon as indicative of the original aims of the builders. 


he only approach to north they knew was the pole 
star. As the centre round which all other stars re- 
volved it was the focus of observation. 


The position in the firmament of Polaris, the pole 
star of to-day, is very far removed from the heavenly 
position of Vega in Lyra, or Mizar of the Plough. Yet 
both the latter, at different periods, indicated to 
megalithic man what Polaris does to the man of to-day. 


It is suggested that the realisation of this not 
only explains the seeming lack of method or system in 
the orientation of the circles, but also gives a clue to 
the chronological difference between the dolmen period 
and that of the circles. 
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The dolmens were reared at the time when the sun's 
apparent movement was the phenomenon on which men's minds 
focussede The circles reveal his observations of the 
movements of certain star-groups and his efforts to 
understand their sequence and significance. 
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The accompanying chart shows the course of the 
“among the stars" as traced, on the basis of Drayson's 
second rotation theory, from its angular position about 
70,000 years ago to that of to-day, together with the 
indication of the circumpolar constellations containing 
the respective Pole Stars of the subsequent glacial and 
interglacial periods. 


pole 
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As the star groups are taken from a modern map they 
are not necessarily as they would have appeared to 
megalithic man; but the chart otherwise may serve to 
convey some idea of the movement and may, it is believed, 
be more lucid to the general reader than those complicated 
mathematical formulae with which orthodox astronomy de- 
lights to explain itself. 


The gradually diminishing whorl is intended to 
indicate the result of the steadily shrinking angle of 
obliquity as the pole of the equator gyroscopically 
approaches to uniformity with the pole of the ecliptic. 


The cross lines indicate those points in the pro- 
gress of each equinoctial cycle when the pole of the 
second rotation is carried across the same meridian as 
the pole of the ccliptic at its greatest and least 
distance from the latter - in other words, when the world 
has recled outwards to the angle which determines a 
glacial period and inwards to the lesser angle which 
determines an interglacial. 


The star-groups, which contain the particular star 
functioning as the pole star at these respective periods, 
vary from cycle to cycle in consequence of the movement 
being accelcrated in the swing from the interglacial to 
the glacial, and retarded in the return swing from the 
glacial to the interglacial. 


Thus what ranks with modern, compass-using man as 
the north, has been and will continue through the ages, 
to be an everchanging direction in other than a purely 
topographical sensc. 


From a recognition of this it is suggested that 
compass=—bearings of prehistoric structures are quite 
useless except where they can be used in comparison with 
what may reasonably be regarded as the original objective 
of any particular structure. 
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By means of such a comparison the difference between 
the then angle of obliauity and that now obtaining can 
be approximately arrived at and the period when such 
structure was erected may be postulated. 


Unfortunately individual inspection of sites and 
remains is not always possible - the remains having 
frequently been dispersed since discovery - and it is 
advisable, therefore, to regard the ground plans of 
earlier investigators with a certain degree of scepticism. 
The tendency of the time was to restore possibly scat-— 
tered remnants into what was considered to have been the 
original intention of the builders. Evidence exists to- 
day which shows that the ideas of the restorers did not 
always coincide even with the remnants, let alone the 
intentions of the originators. 


It is also desirable to remember that all circles 
and similar structures are not necessarily megalithic. 


The conclusion - or working hypothesis —- thus 
arrived at may be epitomised as follows. 


When the glacial period culminated along the 45th 
parallel of latitude, some 70,000 years ago, the nomadic 
peoples inhabiting the zone immediately south of the ice 
line were sufficiently cvolved mentally to associate the 
movements of the sun with the waxing and the waning of 
the cold, and to record, in the dolmen and in that almost 
imperishable medium amongst primitive folk, tribal rite, 
legend and tradition, their interpretation of the 
phenomenae 


When the stress of the cold ultimatcly passcd, as 
the Arctic Circle receded to the north, their faculty 
of observation, through the succeeding period of intor- 
glacial quicscence, functioned only along the lines of 
those rites, legends and traditions. Not until the 
returning icc-age again disturbed their environment was 
there any further development in their outlook. 


— 


—_ 
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Then they probably became conscious of certain 
changes in the nightsky, the reason for this assumption 
being a variation in the form of the dolmen which can be 
postulated from angular measurements to have occurred 
about that period. 


From a series of ground plans of dolmens, etc., 
published some sixty years ago in Jewitt's "Grave Mounds 
and their Contents" the following three examples have 
been taken. The significant feature is the quadrangular 
interior instead of the earlier triangular. 


As the dolmen appears to have originally been a 
structure for solar observation and ceremonial, it may 
not unreasonably be assumed that when the form was ex- 
panded from the triangular to the quadrangular the 
greatest length of the enclosed chamber would have an 
east and west - or eguinoctial sunrise and sunset - 
direction. 
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The question then arises which end, when the 
structures were reared, faced sunrise and which sunset, 
in other words the east and west. 


If the alignment of the standing stones is carefully 
observed it will be noticed that in each instance the 
stone at the south eastern end fits less closely than 
the stone at the other end. This is taken as an indica- 
tion that the south eastern stones were the last placed 
in position, as would necessarily be the case if they 
originally faced the east, since the rearing of these } 
monuments was solar in aim and ceremonially sacrificial 
in character. 


But immediately that conclusion is arrived at the 
east and west linc emerges and the position of the then 
pole star can be projected. 


This would appear to have boon in the constcllation 
of Hercules and at the time Arcturus in Bodtes and 
Aitair in Aguila would probably have appeared as horizon 
stars at the then cast and west. 


The postulated date is not later than 47,000 years 
ago, at which time the Arctic Circle would have been 
approaching the most rapid period of its advance from 
the interglacial in the 57th parallel to the glacial in ; 
the 50th. 


Although no direct evidence now exists that these ; 
dolmens were ever enclosed in carthen mounds, by analogy 
they would appear to have been. 


The race assumed to have reared them were only too 
well acquainted with glacial conditions, a sufficient 
reason for them to apply what still is to-day, and may 
reasonably be assumed to have been then, the practice 
among dwellers in the arctic regions of piling carth and 
stones above their habitations. At the particular stage | 
of the dolmen cult to which they are attributed, these 
structures would have been to the tribe cven more than a | 
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human habitation, for they would have been the centres 


where the sacrificial offerings to the god were incar- 
cerated. 


That those sacrificial offerings were human beings - 
as often as not voluntary - can scarcely be doubted when 
the positions of such skeletons as have been found 
within them are considered, and the present beliefs and 
practices of many primitive peoples are remembered. 


Almost invariably, where skeletal remains of primary 
sepultures have been located, the position of the bones 
show that either the body was posed in the doubled-up 
position of the unborn child immediately prior to birth, 
or was in a sitting or crouched attitude, food pots 
usually present in the latter instances. 


From a modern point of view this may suggest the 
horrible, but fifty thousand years ago mankind was on a 
different plane of development. Yet examples of the 
earlier view still exists. 


A significant instance recently came to light in 
Africa, where a tribe was living in a district which 
had been rainless for so long that starvation, if not 
annihilation, threatened. 


Tribal traditions told of similar happenings in 
the distant past, when the wrath of the gods, the 
original cause of the disaster, was ultimately appeased 
by the voluntary immolation of the eldest son of the 


chief, on the tribal hill of sacrifice, in a ceremonial 
fire. 


Despite the white man's rule and teaching, that 
immemorial tradition held. The eldest son of the chief 
was voluntarily burned alive. 


When the rite was over and the white man learned 
of it, penalties were exacted. But long after the rule 
of the white man has passed, if any of that tribe 
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survives, so will the tradition, for before the white 
man's penalties were imposed abundant rain had fallen. 
Modern man may dismiss the rainfall as a coincidence and 
the act of voluntary sacrifice a hideous superstition. 
He may be right. But on the other hand it is futile to 
deny that to men in the stage of evolution to which 

that tribe has attained, the echo of their ancestral 

and inherited outreachings, through bygone tens of 
thousands of years, dumbly reverberate denial. 


As those tribesmen are to-day, so were the dolmen 
builders of fifty thousand years ago and it is contended 
that only by the frank realisation of the significance 
to the men directly concerned of such ceremonial rites 
that men of the present age can ever hope to reap what 
benefits may be available from a knowledge of bygone 
phases of evolution. 


Analytical reasoning may have led later men to 
doubt, but earlier men were satisficd they knew. 


Living close to nature, vaguely realising the 
incomprehensible subtlety of the silent processes of 
life, the awakening intelligence in the early stages 
of evolution rclegated to the operation of mythical 
beings everything outside the purely physical. Thus 
physical life ranked - and ranks - as a passing phase 
in which the mythical beings play the ruling part. 


From this point of view the individual is merged 
in the tribe. 


The total energies actuating the tribe constitute 
the tribal god. The death, therefore, of an individual 
member of the tribe is merely the departure of the 
invisible but potent energising force - or “spirit” - 
from the physical form for the realm of the god, either 
to be re-absorbed into the vague abstraction of the god- 
entity, or to act as an emissary, sacrificial or other- 
wise, between the god and the tribe. 
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Hence arose the belief, prevalent through the ages 
and still persisting, that. to insure sanctity of any 
place or structure, the liberation of the invisible 
potent energising force - or “spirit” - from the 
physical form is essential, first to act as a guard for 
all time against desecration, intrusion, or destruction, 
and secondly, to be the tribal messenger to the god to 
tell of the sanctifying of the place or structure, and 
to act thereafter as the bearer of tribal petitions to 
the god and the demands of the god to the tribe. 


Later development led to the incorporating of 
certain specific, but still unseen, influences within 
particular objects. 


The sun was probably the first, and it is noteworthy 
that among primitive tribes to-day, ceremonial rites, 
and the rearing of ceremonial structures apparently to 
the sun, are discoverable, by anyone who can get into 
close and intimate confidence with the tribesmen, as an 
intention not to honour the sun, nor the spirit of the 
sun, but the spirit within the sun. 


The difference may appear trivial, but the failure 
to realise it is frequently the cause why conventional 
man so often fails to understand the primitive point of 
view. 


Essentials to the primitive may appear trivialities 
to the conventional, but what the conventional regards 
as essential fundamentals are usually, to the primitive, 
even less than trivialities. Wherefore academic investi- 
gators not infrequently ignore the trivial and so miss 
the key to the riddle. 


A specific instance of this is afforded by the two 
circles illustrated. 


The smaller one, situated at Sancreed, Cornwall, 
is said to have been originally contained within a mound 
and is described as “a cist within a small circle." The 
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diameter is given ss fifteen feet and it is further 
noted that the upright stones touch one another. 
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The larger circle, twenty-seven yards in diameter 
and situated at Penmaenmaur, is described as having been 
constructed of several uprights connected by smaller 
masonry. “Against the inner side of the tallest pillar 
on the eastern side were the remains of a small stone 
cist; while against the pillar facing it on the opposite 
side was heaped up a small cairn." The interments, it 
is added, were apparently made beside the pillars, though 
unfortunately, none seems to have been found. 


From these descriptions nothing emerges which in any 
way suggests the date of construction, the people who 
carried out the work, or the reason for it. The presence 
of a cist in each is accepted as proof that they were 
funereal structures and there the matter is left. 


Regarded in the light of the present contention, the 
cists are also on what the attention first focusses, but 
not as evidence of funereal significance. 


As regards the smaller of the circles, the open 
side of the cist at present faces south, or in the 
direction of that particular star-group which was, some 
six thousand years ago, the sign which rose on the 
eastern horizon immediately before the sun appeared at 








Lie 
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the time of the vernal equinox. The group was the con- 
stellation of Taurus, a peculiarly significant sign in 
the cults which had appeared in the train of the vanished 


cult of the megalith. The pole star was Al Thuban or 
Alpha Draconis. 


In Southern Wales, Cornwall and Brittany there are 
many circles which yield similar results. 


Distinct in form and character from megalithic struc- 
tures, they appear to have been the product of quite an- 
other phase of evolution. While the ancient idea that 
the direction in which the cist, as the successor of the 
dolmen, faced, was the important factor, the original 
Significance of it as a sun sign appears to have given 
place, under the later development of stellar knowledge, 
to an indication of the sky position of the sign of the 
vernal equinox at the time of construction. 


This deduction receives considerable support from an 
analysis of the Penmaenmaur circle, though in point of 


time the two structures are separated by thousands of 
years. 


As depicted in the ground plan, despite it being one 
of "restored" order, the test of stellar positions renders 
it particularly illuminating. 


The cist “against the inner side of the tallest 
pillar" being in a ruined condition when excavated, it 
is impossible to determine its exact orientation, but 
it may not unreasonably be assumed that the pillar did 
form the back of the cist, in which case the "open side” 
would have faced, under present compass bearings, the 
weste 


Viewed by itself this would be a complete refutation 
of the reading of the dolmens, but only when viewed by 
itself. 


So carefully constructed a circle as that at 
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Penmaenmaur belies, in its form alone, any suggestion of 
the casual. Its appearance, to a close observer, sug- 
gests at once that there was definite intention in 
every one of its features. 


Two are outstanding. They are the small cairns 
erected on the present west and north sides, the former 
inside, the latter outside the stone circle. 


Similar cairns are discoverable in other circles, 
including some undoubtedly of megalithic origin. A 
general rule is observable, which is that where the 
cairn is in close proximity of a stone it will be found 
that the cairn is usually the indicator of the direction 
of a sighting line towards and over the stone. It is 
usual, also, for such lines to "sight" distant terres-— 
trial objects. 


Applying this test to the two cairns in question, 
it will be found that the line from the cairn situated 
inside the circle on the west side points directly to 
Caer Gybi, the Holyhead mountain and traditional site of 
the so-called Druidical altar of sacrifice. The line 
from the other cairn traverses the circle and points to 
the mountain heights of the Carnedds and Snowdon away 
on the southern horizon. 


If the test is applied to the other stones of the 
circle the result is negative. From this it is deduced 
that terrestrial bearings have only a limited significance 
and that other indications must be sought if the riddle 
is to be solved. 


Regarded as a stellar record the position of the 
various large stones of the circle are found approxi- 
mately to coincide with the positions of those constella- 
tions which formed the circumpolar chain prior to the 
time when the pathway of the pole, following the curve 
of the second rotation, moved towards Alpha Draconis 
and later still to the present Polaris. 
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The accompanying sketch reveals the position. 
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Xe. ! 
The significances aie too obvious to be dismissed as 
coincidences. 


In the first place Vega in Lyra, the Pole Star of 
the last glacial — and the star which will be the Pole 
Star again some 12,000 years hence as conventional astronomy 
admits — falls directly behind the northern cairn and its 
adjacent stones. A line drawn from this point to the 
centre of the circle does not cut the east and west dia- 
meter at right angles. Vega was therefore not upon the 
meridian at the time of the happening the circle appears 
to record but was receding as the pole moved onwards. 
This would indicate that period when the glacial had 
reached the limit of its advance and the present inter- 
glacial was commencing. 


(To be continued) 
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Ve much regret that the English revised edition of 
"Atlantis, the Antediluvian World", written by Ignatius 
Donnelly and revised by Egerton Sykes in 1949, is now 


completely out of print. 


Enquiries are being made as to the possibility of 
obtaining a few copies of the American edition for those 


interested. 
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